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DETAILED ACTION 

It is noted by the Examiner that claims 1-32 are directed towards a progressive 
game terminal Whereas claims 33-34 are directed towards a gaming system that 
includes the incorporation of a signage display, it is noted by the Examiner should the 
applicant's representative further pursue the signage display unit of a gaming system as 
opposed to the operation of the progressive game terminals an election requirement may 
be made at a later time. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-12, and 14-25, and 27-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Olsen (US 6,146,273 A). 

Regarding claim 1, Olsen discloses a method of playing a progressive game, 
comprising: conducting a wagering game at a gaming terminal (see Fig, 2 and the related 
description thereof); achieving a progressive game entry award at the gaming terminal 
and activating a progressive game entry award at the gaming machine (see col 23: In 1- 
50). Olsen's progressive game displays a plurality of player-selectable game elements 
during the progressive and allows the player to select at least one of the pluralities of 
player-selectable game elements and awards a progressive game payoff based on the 
selections (see Figs. 13-14 and the respective related descriptions thereof). 
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Regarding claim 10, Olsen discloses a method of playing a progressive game at a 
gaming terminal comprising receiving from the gaming terminal at least one player input 
during the progressive game {see abstract). In response to the reception of the player 
input, Olsen' s system achieves a first progressive game payoff or a second progressive 
game payoff and the second progressive game payoff being greater than the first 
progressive game payoff (ie: bonus mode jackpot and secret bonus pool) {see col 24: In 
46-col 25: In 46). Additionally, Olsen 5 s system awards the player a corresponding one 
of the first and second progressive game payoffs depending on the outcome of the player 
input selections {see Figs. 13-14 and the respective related description thereof). 

Regarding claims 2, 20, Olsen discloses a method of playing a progressive game, 
comprising: receiving one of a plurality of player-selectable inputs which may consists of 
a stop-game input and a continue-game input {see col 24: In 1-44). Olsen's system in 
response to receiving a continue game input allows a player to continue the progressive 
game and in response to receiving a stop-game input, ending a progressive game and 
awarding a progressive game payoff {see col 23: In 52-col 25: In 47). 

Regarding claim 25, Olsen discloses a method of a gaming terminal capable of 
playing a progressive game that is triggered during or after a wagering game being played 
at the gaming terminal comprising: an input device for receiving inputs from a player 
during the wagering game, and the inputs including a wager amount {see Fig. 2 and the 
related description thereof). Additionally, Olsen incorporates a display for displaying a 
randomly selected outcome of the wagering game in response to receiving a wager 
amount from the player and wherein the response to a progressive being triggered is 
displaying a plurality of player-selectable game elements {see Fig. 11 and the related 
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description thereof). Furthermore, Olsen determines the game payoff of the progressive 
game based on a selection by a player of the player-selectable game elements {see col 
25: In 16-47). 

Regarding claim 33, Olsen discloses a gaming terminal for playing a progressive 
game, comprising: a connection port for coupling the gaming terminal to signage located 
adjacent to the gaming terminal for displaying at least one payoff amount for the 
progressive game {see Fig. 7 and the related description thereof); and a display for 
displaying a plurality of player-selectable game elements {see Figs. 13-14 and the related 
descriptions thereof); and an input device for receiving inputs corresponding to selected 
ones of the plurality of player selectable game elements, the selected ones of the plurality 
of player-selectable game elements determining a payoff amount for the progressive 
game {see col. 24: In 1-col 25: In 47), 

Regarding claims 3-5, 14-16, and 28-30, Olsen discloses a gaming system 
wherein the sequentially selected on of the continue-game elements increases the 
progressive game payoff {see col. 21: In 5-25), Additionally, the progressive game 
includes first and second progressive game payoffs, the second progressive game payoff 
being higher than the first progressive game payoff and selecting a predetermined number 
of continue-game elements allows a player to achieve the second progressive game 
payoff {see col. 23: In 52-coL 25: In 47). Furthermore, Olsen' s progressive game 
includes first and second progressive game payoffs, the second payoff being higher than 
the first payoff and the continue game elements include level-increasing elements, 
selecting a predetermined number of the level-increasing elements allows a player to 
achieve the second progressive game payoff {see col 23: In 52-col. 25: In 47). 
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Regarding claims 6-7, Olsen's game system allows entry into the progressive 
game by selecting from a plurality of progressive game qualifying items {see col 21: In 
1-50). Additionally, the qualifying items are video envelopes that are selectable by a 
player at the gaming terminal and at least one of the plurality of progressive game 
qualifying items includes an invitation therein that is displayed in response to the player 
selecting at least one of the plurality of progressive game qualifying items {see Figs. 13- 
14 and the related description thereof). 

Regarding claim 8, Olsen's gaming system includes first and second progressive 
game payoffs that are displayed on signage located above the gaming terminal {see Fig. 7 
and the related description thereof, display [920] of Fig. 9 and the related description 
thereof). 

Regarding claims 9, 1 8- 1 9, 23-24, and 3 1 , Olsen discloses a gaming system that 
uses a CPU to perform the achieving, activating, displaying steps, and random events of 
the game {see computer [900] of Fig. 9 and the related description thereof). 
Additionally, the gaming system incorporates a CPU that may be located externally or 
internally. It is not pertinent to the invention whether or not a CPU is external or internal 
as long as it is connected to the proper communication devices. In Olsen's case the CPU 
is an internal device that is in communication with a signage or display device {see Fig. 7 
and the related description thereof). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 27, Olsen's gaming system incorporates a plurality of 
sequential player inputs, which are player-selectable game elements that, if selected, are 
opened to reveal an outcome {see Fig. 13-14 and the related description thereof). 
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Regarding claim 12, Olsen's gaming system discloses a gaming terminal that 
includes a display for displaying a plurality of player-selectable game elements wherein 
at least one player input corresponds to one of a plurality of player-selectable game 
elements (see col 23: In 50-col. 25: In 47), 

Regarding claim 17, Olsen's gaming machine discloses a method wherein the 
qualifying rounds yields a higher probability of entry into a progressive game in response 
to higher amounts being wagered in a basic game at the gaming terminal (see col 7: In 
25-col.8:lnll). 

Regarding claims 21-22, Olsen's gaming machine discloses a response to 
receiving the continue-game input, providing the player with an award (see Fig. 14 and 
the related description thereof). Additionally, Olsen's gaming system has multiple 
payoff amounts, and the awards include providing a higher payoff in response to the 
predetermined number of continue-game inputs being received (see col 24: In I -col 25: 
In 47). . 

Regarding claims 32 and 34, Olsen discloses a gaming terminal wherein the 
signage is coupled to a plurality of gaming terminals competing in the progressive game 
(see Fig. 7 and the related description thereof). 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 13 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Olsen as applied to claims above, and further in view of Baerlocher et al. (US 
6,648,754 B2). 

Olsen teaches all of the elements of the progressive game as shown above and is 
incorporated herein. However, it is silent with the specific implementation of using a 
touchscreen device positioned over the plurality of player-selectable game elements. In 
an analogous progressive jackpot game, Baerlocher also incorporates player selectable 
elements in the progressive bonus jackpot game. In Baerlocher' s bonus game he 
incorporates a touchscreen over the player selectable regions in order to allow the user a 
more intuitive user interface. Therefore would be motivated to incorporate this feature 
into a game system to make a display and control interface user-friendly. Thus it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate the touchscreen over the display device of Olsen in order to make the display 
device and player input options more intuitive for the user. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Baerlocher et al. (US 5,788,573) - Electronic Game Method and Apparatus with 
Hierarchy of Simulated Wheels. 

Bansemer et al. (US 6,780,103 B2) - Gaming Device Having Skill/Perceived 
Skill Bonus Round. 

Claypole et al. (GB 2,353,128 A) - Amusement Machine with Trails. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be direct to Ryan Hsu whose telephone number is (571 )-272-7 1 48 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert P Olszewski can be reached at (571)-272-6788. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 1-866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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